JOURNAL  OF  THE 

BARBER  COIN  COLLECTORS’  SOCIETY 

VoluME  VI,  #2  Summer  1995  SiNqk  Copy:  $4.00 


1 892^0  HAlf  DoIIar 

In  Memory  of  WaIter  wIho  diEcJ  ApRil  25,  1 908. 
(CouRTEsy  of  Bill  SmItIj) 


Contents 

❖ On  The  Cover. . . 1 892-0  Half  Dollar  3 

♦♦♦  BCCS  Presidents  Message  4 

♦♦♦  From  The  Editor 5 

❖ Treasury  Report 6 

♦♦♦  Classified  Ads  For  Members 5 

❖ Barber  Half  Dollar  Variety  News  ...  by  Alex  Pancheco 7 

❖ The  Last  One  ...  by  D.W.  Dixon 8 

❖ Buying  Cleaned  Coins  ...  by  George  S.  Wilson  10 

❖ Die  Crack  Contest 12 

❖ Tips  To  Being  A Successful  Coin  Buyer  ...  by  David  Vagi  ....13 

♦♦♦  Oddities  & Varieties  14 

♦♦♦  Classified  Ads  For  Members 16 

❖ Message  From  The  Secretary fTreasurer 17 

❖ The  Coin  Market  Investor  ...  by  Becker  & Kuehnert 19 

❖ About  The  Coin  Market  ...  by  Q.  David  Bowers 21 

❖ WriteHn  Campaign  ...by  David  Lawrence 22 

❖ Circulated  Barber  Quarters  In  Demand  ...  by  Keith  M.  Zaner..24 

♦♦♦  BCCS  Member  Survey  Responses  25 

❖ Searching  For  Barber  Coinage  In  The  San  Francisco  Bay 

Area  — A Dealets  Perspective  ...  by  Doug  Daniels 25 


Send  or  call  for  our  monthly  price  list  of  over  1000  raw  and  certi- 
fied Barber  coins.  We  have  a better  selection  of  the  tough  dates  you 
need  than  anyone  else  in  the  country!  You’ll  also  find  a wide  selec- 
tion of  quality  certified  coins  of  all  types  ranging  from  Indian  Cents 
to  Commems  - at  very  competitive  prices.  Please  check  us  out. 


Rare  *92-o  Micro  O half  for  sate»„ 


Just  back  from 
PCGS,  this  is  a 
Good'4  example 
of  this  truly  rare 
(and  popular) 
Barber  variety.  This 
is  only  one  of  2 
micro'o’s  graded  by 
PCGS  (the  other  is  an 
AU)  and  only  the  first 
specimen  in  Good 
we’ve  ever  handled!  We 
don’t  expect  it  to  last... 
so  call  quickly  on  this 
one. 

Price  $ 1,500. 


David  Lawrence 

rare  coins 


P.O.  Box  64844  • Virginia  Beach,  VA  23467 

(SOO)  776'0560 

Local:  804'424-0560/  Fax:  804-424-2363 


BCCS  Cf^ARTER  MemBer  #2 


$ BUYING  $$$  BUYING  $ 

If  you  have  any  coins  for  sale, 
please  call  our  toll-free  # & ask 
for  Dave  or  John.  We  pay  top 
dollar  for  the  coins  we  need. 
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ADDRESSES 

For  articles,  submitting  coins  to  be  photographed  and  other  journal 
concerns  write  to  Dave  — P.O.  Box  64844,  Virginia  Beach,  VA 
23467. 

For  Membership  Dues  & information  and  back  issues,  write  Paul 
Reuter  at:  415  Ellen  Drive;  Brookhaven,  MS  39601. 

For  Society  issues  in  general,  survey  responses,  young  numismatist 
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ON  THE  COVER 


Bill  Smith,  a dealer  from  Virginia,  showed  me  this  half  recently.  The 
1892-0  in  VG+  is  fairly  valuable,  but  who  outside  of  “Walter’s”  family  would 
want  one  in  their  collection?  Photo  by  Tom  Mulvaney. 


We  Nee  d Youir  Articles!!! 


The  BCCS  Journal  needs  your  input!  If  you’ve  got  some  information 
to  share  with  the  rest  of  the  Society,  we’d  like  to  publish  it. 
Please  send  submissions  (handwritten,  typed  and/or  on-diskette)  to: 


David  Lawrence 

C/O  B.C.C.S.  Article  Submission 
6095  Indian  River  Road,  Suite  204 
Virginia  Beach,  VA  23464 

Deadline  for  next  issue  is  September  1st* 
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BCCS  PRESIDENT'S  MESSAGE 


As  I had  promised,  the  BCCS  midwest  regional  meeting  at  the  CSNS 
Convention  in  Milwaukee  brought  together  the  leadership  of  our  Society.  I 
had  the  pleasure  of  meeting  Paul  Reuter  in  person  after  over  three  years  of 
phone  and  written  correspondence.  Together  with  our  Editor  Dave  Lawrence 
and  nearly  40  members,  we  had  a great  meeting  and  get  together. 

What  is  the  next  notable  event  for  BCCS  ? The  answer  will  be  obvious 
for  some,  it  is  the  American  Numismatic  Association  annual  meeting  which 
will  be  held  in  Anaheim,  CA  from  August  16  to  20.  Our  Society  meeting  is 
scheduled  for  Saturday,  August  19  at  9:30AM  in  Room  A 16.  Our  survey  last 
year  showed  few  members  attend  major  shows  or  national  meetings.  Try  this 
one  out!  1 believe  you  will  be  overwhelmed  by  the  dimension  of  an  ANA 
convention  and  additionally,  you'll  meet  more  Barber  collectors  in  one  place 
than  you'll  ever  find  elsewhere. 

Last  month  our  Past  President  Steve  Epstein  wrote  a fine  article  on 
what  I'll  paraphrase  as:  "how  to  do  a coin  show!"  I've  seen  Steve  execute 
exactly  what  he  described  at  several  shows.  Continuing  in  this  approach,  in 
this  issue  you  will  find  an  important  article  (in  my  opinion)  by  David  Vagi 
which  presents  tips  on  coin  buying.  I read  this  and  decided  David's  ideas 
could  either  be  learned  slowly  by  trial  and  error  or  we  all  could  benefit  from 
his  knowledge  immediately. 

With  this  issue  of  the  Journal  you'll  find  a new  feature  I'll  tentatively 
call  "Barbers:  Words  from  the  Outside."  I find  a fair  quantity  of  material  writ- 

ten  concerning  this  series  from  dealers  and  individuals  writing  for  a general 

( 

collecting  audience.  Thus,  the  term  'outside.'  We  may  embrace  their  ideas  or 
otherwise  not  entirely  agree,  however,  I believe  we  should  know  what  the 
thinking  is  from  these  sources.  In  this  issue  you'll  find  excerpts  from  Tom 
Becker  and  Dave  Bowers.  If  anyone  sees  this  type  of  discussion  please  send  me 
a copy  and  we'll  try  to  get  permission  to  put  it  in  the  Journal. 

Finally,  this  may  be  the  moment  to  capitalize  on  the  long  standing 
interest  in  varieties  by  BCCS  members.  Dave  Lawrence  spoke  at  our  CSNS 
Meeting  on  Barber  varieties  and  their  general  absence  in  the  Guidebook.  You 
all  may  be  aware  that  only  the  1893/2  10^,  1905'O  lOyi  and  1892'0 
50^micro-'O  mintmarks  are  mentioned  and  the  latter  only  via  a footnote. 
Dave's  remarks  were  picked  up  by  Coin  World  and  printed  in  their  coverage  of 
our  meeting.  Now  is  the  appropriate  time  to  write  a note  to  Western 
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Publishing  Co  (in:  Racine,  WI  53404)  or  to  contact  Ken  Bressett,  Guidebook 
Editor  and  propose  inclusion  of  your  three(?)  most  significant  Barber  varieties 
in  the  next  Redbook  edition.  We  have  many  avid  and  knowledgeable  Barber 
variety  experts;  these  individuals  should  identify  the  important  specimens  and 
collectively  campaign  for  recognition  in  the  Redbook. 

Numismatic  regards 

Phil  Carrigan  ♦♦♦ 


FROM  THE  EDITOR 


We  goofed!  The  Spring  1995  issue  was  incorrectly  numbered  Volume 
V,  #5.  It  should  have  been  Vol.  VI,  #1.  Please  correct  this  on  your  copy.  This  is 
our  sixth  year  and  we  are  proud  of  it.  Membership  is  currently  strong  and  we 
have  enough  money  in  our  coffer  to  contemplate  some  philanthropic  acts. 

One  of  the  things  which  makes  the  Journal  interesting  is  to  have  arti- 
cles and/or  notes  from  a broad  group  of  members.  This  issue  I a pleased  to  wel- 
come D.W  Dixon,  George  S.  Wilson  and  Doug  Daniels  as  contributors.  Of 
course  we  have  our  “regulars”  and  they  are  important,  but  its’  the  fresh  input 
that  stimulates  our  thinking.  My  goal  is  to  have  every  member  eventually  send 
in  something.  So  please  start  writing! 

The  Barber  Dime  Die  Crack  Contest  has  been  concluded.  (See  article 
this  issue).  Now  let’s  go  for  the  Barber  quarters.  Send  me  your  most  interesting 
example  of  a Barber  quarter  with  die  cracks.  The  winner  gets  the  coin  pho- 
tographed in  the  Journal  and  free  dues  for  1996.  ^ 


DISPLAY  ADVERTISING 

ONE  ISSUE 

FOUR  ISSUES 

One-Eight  Page 

$ 12.00 

$ 40.00 

Quarter  Page 

20.00 

70.00 

Half  Page 

30.00 

100.00 

Full  Page 

60.00 

200.00 

Full  Page  (inside  back  or  front  cover)  80.00 

300.00 

Full  Page  (outside  back  cover)  125.00 

400.00 

To  place  display  advertising  in  the  BCCS  Journal,  contact  Dave  or  John: 

BCCS  Journal 

• P.O.  Box  64844  • Virginia  Beach,  VA  23467 

or  call  l-804'424'0560 
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TREASURY  REPORT 


THREE  MONTHS  ENDING  MARCH  31,  1995 


Opening  Balance 

Jan.  1,  1995 

$ 3,891.69 

Receipts 

Dues 

Back-issue  Sales 
Advertising 
Donation 
Total 

$ 1,320.00 
183.00 
183.00 
10.00 

1,522.00 

Funds  Available 

$5,413.69 

Expenditures 

Postage 
Bank  Charges 
Photography 
Total 

$ 50.48 
2.10 
16.50 

$ 69.08 

Closing  Balance 

March  31,  1995 

$ 5,344.61 

Signed:  Paul  Reuter,  Secretary /Treasurer 


High  Grade  Barber 
Half  Set  For  Sale 

Mostly  AU  & Uncirculated 


Beautiful  Condition  Coins  • Available  For  Inspection 

$45,000 

Julian  Leidman 

940  Wayne  Ave. 

Silver  Spring,  MD  20910 

(301)  585^8467 

Rare  U.S.  Coins  and  Patterns.  Consultations  and  Appraisals. 

25  Years  Experience. 

Life  Member:  ANA  #664 


lUL 
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BARBER  HALF  DOLLAR  VARIETY  NEWS 


by  Alex  Pancheco 


I would  like  to  update  the  membership  on  a half  dollar  variety  1 
reported  in  the  Spring  1995  issue  of  the  Journal  an  RPM  for  the  191  l-S.  Since 
that  issue  was  published,  I have  located  two  more  examples  of  this  variety,  the 
second  was  a VG,  and  the  RPM  shows  as  a spur  from  the  bottom  serif,  with  a 
notch  at  the  bottom.  It  seems  somewhat  surprising  that  a variety  clearly  visi' 
ble  from  VG  on  up  wasn’t  previously  known.  I guess  no  one  was  looking! 

I also  have  a new  half  variety  to  report.  This  is  a 1909-S  with  an 
inverted  mintmark.  It  is  a Type  G mintmark,  per  Lawrence,  clearly  noticeable 
as  being  upside  down  with  the  unaided  eye.  This  is  made  obvious  by  the  fact 
that  the  upper  loop  of  the  “s”  is  slightly  smaller  than  the  lower  for  this  mint- 
mark  type,  so  the  inverted  mintmark  has  a strange  off  balance,  downward 
tapering  look  to  it.  Strangely  enough,  I had  never  noticed  that  the  two  loops 
of  the  Type  G mintmark  were  of  uneven  sizes  until  I saw  this  coin.  Once  I 
realized  this  and  compared  this  coin  to  others  with  a properly  punched  mint- 
mark,  it  was  readily  noticeable. 

As  a funny  note,  after  purchasing  the  1909-S  at  a coin  show  where  I 
had  a table,  I showed  it  to  a fellow  variety  collector  attending  the  show.  He 
then  proceeded  to  pull  the  very  same  variety  out  of  MY  stock  of  Barber 
halves!  Intrigued  by  this,  he  checked  all  of  the  1909-S  halves  on  the  bourse 
floor  and  found  that  about  one-third  of  the  available  coins  were  of  this  variety. 
The  coins  were  from  a least  two  different  dies,  based  on  mintmark  position.  So 
it  appears  that  it  may  be  fairly  common. 

This  variety  holds  promise  that  other  similar  types  may  be  found. 
First,  there  may  be  other  dates  with  inverted  mintmarks.  And  more  intriguing- 
ly,  but  less  likely,  the  1909-S  may  possibly  be  found  with  the  mis-punched 
mintmark  partially  defaced  and  a proper  punch  made  over  it,  creating  an  S 
over  upside  down  S variety.  As  my  comments  above  show,  the  lack  of  pub- 
lished varieties  may  simply  be  because  not  all  of  us  take  the  time  to  look  at 
every  coin  they  come  across.  I am  as  guilty  of  this  as  anyone  else,  and  I consid- 
er myself  to  be  a variety  collector!  But  the  good  part  of  this  is  that  there  are 
still  plenty  of  new  things  to  be  found  out  there. 
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THE  LAST  ONE 


by  D.  W.  Dixon 


For  the  past  five  years,  I have  taken  on  the  task  of  putting  together  a set 
of  Barber  half  dollars.  In  order  to  keep  within  my  budget  the  grade  range  chosen 
was  very  good  to  fine.  Occasionally,  a coin  in  Very  Fine  would  be  added. 
Although  I was  also  collecting  Barber  dimes  and  quarters  my  favorite  denomina- 
tion was  the  Barber  half.  This  is  where  I put  most  of  my  effort  and  available 
funds. 

The  Barber  half  is  a very  intriguing  and  romantic  coin.  Introduced  in 
the  “Gay  Nineties”  this  coin  circulated  heavily  from  coast  to  coast.  At  this  time 
immigration  was  at  a high  and  an  immigrant  working  in  one  of  the  many  facto- 
ries was  paid  from  fifty  cents  to  a dollar  a day.  How  many  of  these  Barber  half 
dollars  were  handed  to  workers  for  a day’s  wages?  It  is  no  wonder  they  were 
heavily  circulated.  Not  many  people  could  afford  to  put  back  this  much  at  that 
time.  Also,  how  many  immigrants  might  have  sent  part  of  their  earnings  to  fam- 
ily members  back  in  their  homeland,  perhaps  to  pay  for  a loved  one’s  passage  to 
the  United  States?  It  it  any  wonder  ninety  percent  of  the  Barber  half  dollars 
encountered  today  are  in  About  Good  condition?  Just  to  find  coins  from  the 
early  dates  and  most  of  the  branch  mints  with  full  rims  can  be  quite  a task. 

My  first  year  found  me  with  over  half  of  the  set  completed  and  caused  a 
false  sense  of  security.  I thought  I would  have  the  set  finished  within  the  next 
year.  Several  dates  are  very  underrated  in  this  series.  The  1894  Philly  is  a killer 
with  full  rims.  Mine  was  found  when  BCCS  was  having  its  contest  on  1894'P’s. 
That  was  the  only  one  I found  during  the  contest  and  four  years  later  I have 
only  seen  one  other.  Other  tough  dates  in  the  Philly  coins  are  the  1895  and  the 
1910.  The  1913,  1914,  and  1915  have  low  mintages,  but  were  not  that  tough  to 
find. 

Among  the  San  Francisco  dates  are  some  tough  coins.  The  1894-S, 
1896-S,  and  the  1901-S  are  very  under  priced.  The  1907-S  is  hard  to  find.  But 
the  most  difficult  to  locate  with  full  rims  in  my  book  is  the  1897-S.  I must  have 
looked  at  forty  or  fifty  of  them  with  a Good  or  Very  Good  obverse  and  only  a 
partial  rim  on  the  reverse.  Just  try  to  find  one  with  complete  rims  on  both  sides. 
I think  you  will  be  amazed.  To  me  this  is  the  most  underpriced  coin  in  the  series 
in  low  grade. 

New  Orleans  Barbers  are  the  most  fascinating  to  me.  Many  dates  are 
hard  to  find  and  these  coins  circulated  for  many  years  in  the  south.  The  Micro- 
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O is  very  rare.  I was  putting  together  a date  and  mint  mark  set  so  1 chose  not  to 
include  it.  New  Orleans  coins  I had  difficulty  with  were  the  1894-0,  1896-0, 
and  the  1898-0.  The  last  coin  to  finish  my  set  was  a coin  from  this  mint. 
Although  I could  find  the  coin  very  often  in  XF,  AU  and  mint  state  grades,  it 
took  me  5 years  to  locate  my  1892-0  in  strict  very  good  condition.  1 really 
didn’t  concentrate  on  this  date  early,  because  I saw  the  coin  offered  for  sale  in 
high  grade  so  often.  Also,  being  a first  year  of  issue,  1 felt  the  coin  was  readily 
available.  Boy  was  I wrong.  1 was  down  to  only  this  coin  for  about  six  months. 
Finally  I saw  one  advertised.  I called  and  was  assured  it  had  full  rims  and  was 
problem-free.  When  it  arrived  1 was  very  pleased  as  it  was  a perfect  match  to  the 
set.  Best  of  all,  it  was  THE  LAST  ONE. 

I hope  this  article  helps  others  putting  together  circulated  sets  of  Barber 
half  dollars.  After  all  the  hard  work  looking  at  the  set  gives  you  quite  a feeling 
of  accomplishment.  Especially  when  you  know  you  are  one  of  the  lucky  few  to 
own  a complete  set.  If  you  think  I am  resting  on  my  laurels,  you  are  wrong.As 
soon  as  I finish  this  article  I’m  getting  started  on  completing  my  dime  and  quar- 
ter sets.  Happy  hunting! 


SUMMIT  RARE  COINS 

ChRis  NApoliiANO 

P.O.  Box  1 545 
MiNNETOi\kA,  MN  5 5 545 
(612)  955^0668 

SpEciAliziiNiq  In  CkoicE  & Rare  U.S.  CoiNAqE  foR 
coIIector  ancI  Investor  poRifolios. 
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BUYING  CLEANED  COINS? 


by  George  S . Wilson 


Buying  cleaned  coins  used  to  be  up  to  the  individual’s  taste  or  collect- 
ing  criteria.  Now  it  sometimes  seems  a necessary  evil  in  order  to  fill  those  few 
holes  (permanently?).  The  question  is  how  to  price  them  and  how  much 
cleaning  to  accept? 

Well  ten  years  ago  an  old  time  collector  friend  offered  me  a near  com- 
plete (XF-MS63)  set  of  Barber  dimes!  Unfortunately  each  and  every  coin  had 
been  lightly  dipped  years  ago  and  they  looked  like  proofs.  Well,  1 was  interest- 
ed as  I didn’t  have  one  Barber  coin  at  the  time  and  I was  looking  to  get  into  a 
new  series.  The  seller  didn’t  know  what  to  ask  and  I didn’t  know  at  the  time 
what  to  offer.  So  being  patient  he  took  offers  from  dealers  at  the  small  shows. 
When  the  last  offer  was  arrived  at  1 jumped  in  and  offered  him  a $1000,  he 
accepted  and  the  deal  was  consummated.  The  offer  I had  in  mind  was  about 
70%  (tops)  of  the  then  current  bid.  I noticed  these  coins  had  very  few  hair- 
lines and  felt  they  could  be  retoned,  with  patience,  just  by  putting  them  on  a 
piece  of  bare  wood  in  a sunny  window  and  flipped  over  like  hamburgers  once 
a week.  Well  I should  say  lots  of  patience!  One  year  later  most  are  looking 
like  “retoned”  coins  close  to  original. 

Each  coin  toned  a little  differently  than  the  next.  It  depends  on  how 
it  was  toned  originally,  I think.  I know  and  you  know  these  coins  will  always 
be  “retoned”.  But  they  sure  look  better  than  a bunch  of  headlights  starring  at 
you  and  besides  current  bid  is  about  $5,800  for  the  set  (70%  of  that  is  $4,600, 
not  a bad  investment)! 

Well  the  lucky  purchase  in  1985  got  me  infatuated  with  Barbers. 
After  not  too  long  I was  seeking  to  put  a VF-AU  set  of  Barber  quarters  togeth- 
er. A few  friends  also  began  collecting  Barbers!  Falling  in  love  with  Miss 
Liberty’s  Portrait,  the  tough  and  free  eagle  on  the  reverse,  I had  to  have  more! 

The  next  ten  years  was  happily  spent  looking  for  specimens  that 
would  form  the  quarter  set.  My  twelve  shows  a year  did  not  yield  a lot  of 
scarce  dates  in  high  grade.  First  was  the  1895-0  then  the  1897-0,  a nice 
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1900-0  and  some  “plains”.  With  following  years,  shows  and  deals  past  came 
the  98-0,  97-S,  92-S,  09-0,  14-S.  But  1 was  still  missing  the  1896-0,  1901-0, 
1899-S,  and  1908-S.  What  was  1 to  do?  They  were  just  not  at  the  shows  above 
fine  condition,  if  at  all.  Mail  order  was  hit  and  miss,  mail  &.  return  and  besides 
it  was  expensive.  Then  it  hit  me  all  of  a sudden.  Remember  those  cleaned 
Barbers  you  wouldn’t  even  consider,  much  less  examine?  Go  ahead  and  gri- 
mace, but  I started  purchasing,usually  at  a large  discount,  some  really  scarce 
VF-AU  quarters  that  I thought  would  eventually  fit  in  with  the  others. 

If  you  do  this,  look  carefully  at  each  whizzed  specimen  and  try  to  see  if 
any  luster  remains  in  the  devices  or  if  any  original  toning  remains  anywhere 
on  the  coin.  If  it  does  chances  are  good  that  the  sunlight  treatment  will  “natu- 
rally” retone  them  back  to  an  acceptable  condition.  When  doing  this  watch 
out  for  too  many  hairlines.  These  never  go  away.  My  guess  as  to  why  silver 
retones,  left  in  a window,  is  because  the  acid  molecules  in  the  air  over  time 
attach  themselves  slowly  to  the  surface  to  form  oxides  (toning).  A very  thin 
layer  we  like  to  call  “eye  appeal.”  The  bare  wood  I mentioned  apparently  gives 
off  something  which  will  help  the  process.  Remember  Mom’s  silverware? 

I do  not  advocate  the  deliberate  sale  of  retoned  coins  as  original,  only 
that  retoned  coins  can  be  of  help  when  assembling  a very  challenging  series 
such  as  Barber  quarters.  Has  anyone  else  in  the  club  considered  purchasing  a 
few  cleaned  coins? 


BOB'S  SQUARE  DEAL  ON  ROUND  BARBER  COINS 

We  Specialize  In  Barber  Coinage  In  Grades  AG  Through  VF 
And  Maintain  An  Extensive  Stock. 

Free  Price  List  On  Request. 


Post  Office  Drawer  6127  | Newport  News,  VA  23606 

804-596-3183 
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DIE  CRACK  CONTEST 


Barber  dimes  don’t  have  many  dramatic  die  cracks,  the  winner  of  our 
contest  is  Jeff  McGrath  who  submitted  this  1893'S.  I have  seen  similar  die 
cracks  on  some  Barber  halves,  but  this  is  the  first  of  this  type  on  a dime, 
thanks  Jeff! 

The  runner  up  is  Jack  White  whose  1914'D  dime  had  this  dramatic 
crack  through  the  mint  mark. 


The  WiNNER:  1 895^S  diiviE  From  JeFF  McGRAih 


Runner  Up:  I 9 1 4^D  diME  From  JAck  WhiiE 
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TIPS  TO  BEING  A SUCCESSFUL  COIN  BUYER 


by  David  Vagi 


(note  from  Phil  Corrigan:  The  following  is  an  abridged  version  of  an  article  which 
appeared  earlier  this  year  in  Canadian  Coin  News  under  a monthly  column  focused 
on  ancient  coins.  David  Vagi  is  a Vice  President  at  SPINK  America/ Christie's  - an 
expert  on  ancients  and  a fine  fellow.  His  advice  applies  to  all  coin  buyers.  His  “tips" 
are  sound  concepts  one  may  slowly  learn  during  years  of  collecting;  each  of  us  can 
benefit  by  considering  these  points  as  we  collect.) 

Below  I have  described  10  (plus  one)  ways  to  become  a better  buyer  in  the 
(ancient)  coin  market: 

1 . BE  COURTEOUS  TO  DEALERS. 

2.  IF  A PRICE  SEEMS  TOO  HIGH  DON’T  TAKE  OFFENSE, 
AND  DON’T  GIVE  OFFENSE. 

3.  IF  IT  REALLY  IS  A BARGAIN  — DON’T  PROCRASTT 
NATE  — BUY  IT  NOW. 

4.  ATTEND  COIN  SHOWS. 

5.  ATTEND  AUCTIONS  TO  PURCHASE  AND  TO 
OBSERVE. 

6.  IF  YOU  BUY  REGULARLY  AT  AUCTIONS,  FIND  AN 
AGENT. 

7.  BUY  THE  BEST  YOU  CAN  AFFORD. 

8.  DON’T  BE  AFRAID  TO  PAY  FOR  QUALITY. 

9.  DON’T  STRETCH  FOR  COMMON  OR  LOW-GRADE 
ITEMS. 

10.  DON’T  LOOK  TO  MAKE  A PROFIT.  (Profit  should  not  be 
the  prime  motive  for  collector  buying.) 

10  +1.  “BUY  THE  BOOK  BEFORE  YOU  BUY  THE  COIN.” 

Editors  Note:  Let’s  get  some  “Letters  to  the  Editor”  started.  This  article  is  a good 
place  to  begin.  Send  your  comments  to  the  Journal  office. 
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ODDITIES  & VARIETIES 


from  the  Editor 
(all  photos  by  Tom  Mulvaney) 


1908^D  RPD  10(^.  Note  1/1. 
(CouRTEsy  of  JAck  WhiiE) 


1 9 1 4"P  2 5</: . SiRuck  ifiouqh 
soMEihiiNq. 

(DLRC) 


1 894"P  1 0<^  wiih  diE  chip  on  corn  ear 
(DLRC) 


1901^0  50c  diE  scRATch  From  A iN 
DoIIar  to  arrow  buNdlE 
(DLRC) 
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ODDITIES  & VARIETIES 


1 900^S  HaIF  DoIIar  xx/iih  Die  CRAcks  (DLRC  coIn  - followiNq  5 pkoTos) 


DiE  CRAck  ACROSS  bASE  of  NECk  TO  STARS  1 &1  5 


DiE  CRAck  From  Rrst  S In 
STATES  TO  RibboN. 


DiE  CRAck  aIoINQ  bASE  of 

AMERICA 


1892^PTRiplE  DiE 
REVERSE  QUARTER.  Al 
BlyrbE  sent  This  phoTO 
(TAkEN  byJ.T.  Stanton) 
of  his  coiN.  Don't 
kNow  yET  if  k's  ThE 
SAME  AS  Lawrence 

#105. 


❖ 
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CLASSIFIED  ADS  FOR  MEMBERS 


Reach  250+  collectors  who  are  serious  about  Barbers!  Any  member 
may  run  a classified  ad  in  the  Journal.  Rates  are  $4  per  ad  (over  4 lines  add 
500  per  line).  Send  with  check  to:  Editor,  BCCS;  6095  Indian  River  Rd, 
#204;  Va.  Beach,  VA  23464. 

If  you  have  Barbers  you  want  to  buy  or  sell  and  don’t  need  a lot  of 
space  to  do  it,  the  Classified  Section  is  for  you. 


BARBER  QUARTERS  WANTED:  1892^5,  1898^0,  190BOancJ  1 905^5.  I neecI  one  coIn  of 
EAch  qRAdiNq  From  VF?0  to  AU50.  OnIy  iNTERESTEd  In  choicE  ORiqiNAl,  pRobkividREE  coiNs.  Will 
pAy  OVER  RETAil  VaIuE  foR  tIhE  RiqlHT  COiN.  PIeASE  WRiTE  OR  CaU  fiRST.  Douq  VeaI;  5 747  AddiSON 
Ave.  NE;  CEdAR  RApids,  lA  52402.  1 -5  1 9-59 5^9452  EVENiNqs  ANd  wEEkENds. 


BCCS  JOURNALS  WANTED:  I NEEd  VoIume  2,  #1  (SpRiNq,  1990)  ANd  VoIume  5,  #1  (Winter, 
1 994)  of  iUe  BCCS  JournaI.  RoEert  CAliETTE,  5 TeaI  Lane,  Essex,  CT  06426,  (205)  767-4984. 


Harry  Laibstain  Rare  Coins 


Attending  Major  Coin  Conventions 
★ Free  Inventory  List  With  Descriptions 
★ Large,  Diverse  Inventory 
★ Very  Competitive  Buy  Prices  - Quick  Checks 


BUYING  BETTER  BARBERS 
DIMES  - QUARTERS  - HALVES 


★ Commemoratives  - Dollars  - Gold  - Type 
ALSO:  Collector  Series  Coins  like: 

Barbers,  Walkers,  Buffalos,  Mercury  Dimes,  SLQ  & More... 


Call  Us  At  U800-869-1869 
Want  Lists  Accepted  - Speak  to  John 


11817  Canon  Blvd,  Suite  202 
Newport  News,  VA  23606 
Fax:(804)  873-1977  •CoinNetVA16 
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MESSAGE  FROM  THE  SECRETARY/TREASURER 


I am  happy  to  report  that  the  Society  membership  is  almost  at  the  270 
mark.  We  have  been  helped  by  nice  articles  in  coin  world,  by  people  joining 
after  reading  Dave’s  books  and  by  referrals  at  coin  shows. 

Several  members  had  more  or  less  became  lost  during  the  change  of 
secretaries  but  I think  we  have  solved  those  problems. 

With  each  issue  of  the  Journal,  we  got  reports  of  changes  of  addresses, 
spelling  corrections  and  other  items  that  improve  the  accuracy  of  our  mailing 
list.  Please  continue  to  send  me  those  corrections  so  that  you  are  assured  of 
not  missing  future  journals. 

The  next  time  we  mail  out  dues  renewal  notice  we  will  try  to  be  a lit- 
tie  more  precise,  the  last  time  around  there  was  some  confusion  and  more 
than  a few  members  sent  in  their  dues  for  a second  time  for  1995.  Wherever  I 
could  identify  this  I have  applied  their  second  payment  to  the  1996  year. 

I was  able  to  meet  quite  a few  members  at  the  Central  States  Show  in 
Milwaukee  and  it  was  a pleasure  to  do  so.  With  my  remote  location,  I don’t 
get  to  many  shows. 

And  finally,  I can  report  that  the  finances  of  the  Society  are  in  good 
shape.  While  there  was  an  error  in  the  treasurers’  report  in  the  last  journal, 
the  one  in  this  joumal  is  correct  and  the  March  31,  1995  balance  is  $5,344.61. 
For  reference,  the  balance  at  the  end  of  May  1995  was  approximately 
$5,400.00 


Paul  Reuter 


❖ 
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Of  the  21  BCCS  Journals  issued,  18  are  still  available  at  $4.00  per  issue. 
Lower  pricing  is  charged  for  multiple  issue  orders.  Typically  $14.00  for  a 
set  of  4 issues.  $28.00  for  a set  of  8 issues,  and  $55.00  for  a set  of  16  issues. 


No  longer  in  print  are  Vol.  II,  ^ 1 and  #2  and  Vol.  V,  #1.  A copying 
machine  copy  of  these  can  be  made  up  and  they  are  priced  at  $5.50  each. 
Make  check  payable  to  BCCS. 


Write  or  call: 


Paul  Reuter 

415  Ellen  Drive 
Brookhaven,  MS  39601 
60T833-5308 
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< Paid  Advertisement  > 


PHOTO  PROOF  — BECAUSE  YOUR 
COINS  ARE  SPECIAL 


For  the  present  they  are  yours  alone,  but  one  day  it  will  be 
time  to  pass  them  on  to  others  who  will  value  them  just  as 
much.  Once  sold,  a collection  becomes  just  a fond  memory 
— that  is,  unless  you  have  it  preserved  by  PHOTO 
PROOF.  Only  PHOTO  PROOF  captures  the  very  essence 
of  your  coins.  Each  piece  is  photographed  through  our 
state-of-the-art  digital  imaging  process,  which  brings  out  all 
of  the  colors  and  characteristics  that  make  your  coins 
unique.  Both  sides  are  shown  in  vivid  photos  that  are  up  to 
six  times  actual  size!  These  beautiful  images  are  then  mated 
with  text  prepared  by  experts  in  United  States  coinage, 
revealing  the  fascinating  stories  behind  each  particular  coin 
type.  The  finishing  touch  is  a thorough  analysis  of  your 
coin,  detailing  its  qualities  of  strike,  luster,  toning  and  rari- 
ty. As  Director  of  Research,  it  is  my  privilege  to  personally 
prepare  this  segment  of  each  PHOTO  PROOF. 

Offering  two  levels  of  service,  PHOTO  PROOF  can  meet  any  need  in  documenting  your  col- 
lection. PHOTO  PROOF  Deluxe  Service  includes  two  enlarged  images  of  obverse  and  reverse, 
as  well  as  two  close-ups  of  features  that  distinguish  a particular  variety  or  other  important  aspect 
of  each  coin.  Attribution  of  die  varieties  is  also  included.  I will  use  Walter  Breen's 
Encyclopedia,  unless  another  reference  is  requested.  The  PHOTO  PROOF  Classic  Service  is  a 
lower  cost  alternative  which  includes  all  the  features  of  the  Deluxe,  less  the  close-ups  and  attri- 
bution. 


On  the  cover  of  each  PHOTO  PROOF  is  space  to  include  a personalization  of  your  choosing. 
If  you  elect  to  include  your  own  name,  you  will  thus  become  a permanent  link  in  that  speci- 
men's pedigree.  A dedication  to  one's  family  is  another  popular  choice.  This  feature  is  entirely 
optional,  but  it's  included  at  no  additional  cost  with  either  the  Classic  or  Deluxe  Service. 
Duplicate  copies  of  your  PHOTO  PROOF  library  may  be  ordered  at  a very  reasonable  price, 
and  you  can  even  alter  the  personalization. 


PHOTO  PROOF  accepts  all  U.S.  coins  certified  by  NGC,  PCGS  or  ANACS.  Coins  may  be 
submitted  to  PHOTO  PROOF  through  any  NGC  authorized  dealer.  For  more  information 
about  PHOTO  PROOF,  call  1-800-PROOF  67  or  write  to  P.O.  Box  1812,  Parsippany,  NJ 
07054-7812.  Whether  you're  planning  to  sell  your  collection  in  the  near  future,  retain  it  for 
years  to  come,  or  pass  it  on  to  your  family,  you  will  want  to  preserve  your  achievement  with 
PHOTO  PROOF,  because  your  coins  are  special. 


I look  forward  to  serving  you. 


PHOTO 

PROOF. 


David  W.  Lange 
Director  of  Research 
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BARBERS:  WORDS  FROM  THE  OUTSIDE 


THE  COIN  MARKET  INVESTIGATOR 


Becker  & Kuehnert,  vol  2 issue  #i  1995 

Years  ago  a customer  asked  us  to  help  them  assemble  a complete  set  of 
Barber  half  dollars  In  Fine  grade.  He  required  coins  with  a full,  but  not  bold, 
Liberty  on  the  head  band.  Coins  with  rim  nicks  and  other  detracting  features 
were  not  acceptable.  Most  importantly,  he  would  accept  no  cleaned  coins. 
Pieces  which  had  acquired  the  typical  medium  gray  toning  were  expected. 
Even  a little  dirt  in  the  letters  would  be  okay.  His  request  seemed  reasonable 
and  so  we  accepted  the  job.  Trying  to  build  this  set  nearly  drove  us  nuts! 

At  the  time  common  date  Fine  grade  Barber  half  dollars  were  worth 
about  $25  to  $30.  According  to  the  pricing  guides,  they  are  worth  about  the 
same  now.  Prior  to  tackling  this  project  we  hadn't  paid  much  attention  to 
well  circulated  Barber  half  dollars.  Once  we  started  looking  for  them  we  were 
quite  amazed  at  what  we  found. 

Most  of  the  pieces  we  encountered  had  been  cleaned.  Most  often  it 
looked  like  a previous  owner  had  decided  to  freshen  them  up  by  scrubbing 
them  with  baking  soda  paste.  Many  times  if  we  found  an  uncleaned  example 
it  had  some  sort  of  problem  like  a rim  nick,  scratch,  corrosion,  or  the  like. 
What  added  to  the  frustration  was  that  many  dealers  tended  to  slightly  over' 
grade  the  coins.  Many  technically  Very  Good  examples  were  offered  as  Fines 
and  Priced  that  way.  On  those  rare  occasions  when  did  locate  an  untampered, 
with  example  that  was  a no'question  Fine  it  was  graded,  or  at  least  priced,  as 
though  it  was  a Very  Fine! 

After  working  on  the  project  for  several  months,  and  having  only 
found  six  coins  for  the  customer,  we  reluctantly  admitted  defeat.  Even  if  the 
customer  was  willing  to  pay  substantially  more  than  what  the  pricing  guide 
said  these  coins  should  be  worth,  it  was  still  going  to  take  a great  amount  of 
time,  and  lots  of  luck,  to  ever  finish  the  set.  Based  on  this  experience,  and 
considerable  observation  since,  we  would  estimate  that  less  than  30%  of  all 
the  circulated  Barber  half  dollars  that  are  in  the  hand  of  collectors  happen  to 
be  strictly  untampered  with  specimens! 

Are  we  suggesting  that  you  rush  right  out  and  buy  all  of  the  nice  Fine 
examples  of  Barber  half  dollars  that  you  can  find  because  they  are  going  to 
soon  double  or  triple  in  value?  Actually  we  would  be  shocked  if  these  coins 
started  to  rise  in  value.  The  message  that  we're  attempting  to  convey  is  that 
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such  coins  should  be  given  serious  consideration  by  true  collectors  who  appre- 
ciate  having  special  coins  in  their  collection.  We  think  that  most  dealers 
would  agree  that  it  would  be  much  easier  to  assemble  an  uncirculated  set  of 
Barber  half  dollars  than  to  build  the  same  set  in  the  Fine  or  Very  Fine  grades. 
The  supply  of  "virgin"  circulated  coins  is  never  going  to  be  larger  than  it  is 
today.  Many  thousands  of  once  attractive,  but  circulated,  coins  have  been 
buffed,  cleaned  and  whizzed,  in  order  to  pass  them  off  to  unsuspecting  buyers  as 
uncirculated.  Many  more  have  had  their  surfaces  altered  in  some  way.  As  we 
have  suggested  many  times,  a coin  need  not  be  expensive  to  be  very  special. 


❖ 


Ftasht  Ftasht  Flash! 

BCCS  Young  Numismatist  Award 

Dave  Lawrence  and  I recently  discussed  the  inauguration  of 
an  award  for  young  numismatists.  The  competition  would  be 
based  on  preparation  of  a one  page  article  of  interest  to  BCCS 
members.  Individuals  entering  the  competition  should  not  be 
more  than  16  years  old.  They  do  not  need  to  be  BCCS  mem- 
bers however,  their  submission  requires  the  endorsement  of  a 
Society  member. 

We  envision  two  or  three  awards  depending  on  the  number 
of  entries.  The  top  entry  will  be  entitled  to  $100  in  numismatic 
books  of  their  choosing  with  the  following  entries  receiving  a 
$50  award  and  so  forth.  Obviously,  the  top  entries  would  be 
published  in  the  Journal. 

We  would  appreciate  hearing  from  members  regarding  this 
concept.  Please  write  Dave  and  let  him  know  if  you  are  for  or 
against  this  idea. 

Phil  Corrigan 
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The  COIN  COLLECTOR  Bowers  and  Merena  Galleries  Inc. 
ABOUT  THE  COIN  MARKET 


by  Q.  David  Bowers 

If  you  are  seeking  Mint  State  Barber  dimes,  a good  beginning  point  is 
MS'63  or  MS-64,  or  even  go  for  MS-65.  Prices  are  cheaper  now  than  they  have 
been  in  quite  a while,  and  numerous  rare  varieties  can  be  obtained  for  little  more  than 
"type"  prices.  If  I were  putting  together  a set  of  Mint  State  Barber  dimes— the  same 
comment  goes  for  Barber  quarters  and  half  dollars  of  this  same  era— I would  set  a goal 
of  MS-63  to  MS-65,  but  buy  each  coin  on  an  individual  basis,  selecting  it  for  lustre, 
sharpness  of  strike,  and  overall  appearance.  This  is  a formidable  task,  and  I would  not 
expect  that  it  would  be  finished  inside  of  two  or  three  years.  I like  to  think  of  the 
Bowers  and  Merena  clientele  as  being  reasonably  sophisticated  but  I'll  throw  in  the 
comment,  that  if  you  don't  care  much  about  aesthetics  and  only  about  certified  num- 
bers, then  putting  together  such  a set  could  probably  be  done  in  a few  months!  Ditto 
for  the  half  dollars  and  quarters. 

(published  March  6,  1995) 

Barber  quarters,  minted  from  1892  to  1916,  are,  like  Barber  dimes  and  half 
dollars,  on  "hold"  in  the  market.  Most  pricing  is  by  type  rather  than  by  variety,  with 
the  result  that  a number  of  truly  rare  issues  can  be  acquired  at  truly  reasonable  prices— 
a pleasant  situation. 

The  three  key  rarities  in  the  series  are  1896-S,  1901-S,  1913-S,  each  of 
which  is  cheaper  now  than  a few  years  ago,  but  of  course,  every  bit  as  rare  as  they  were 
in  the  wild  market  of  the  late  1980s. 

Among  Mint  State  coins  1 like  grades  of  MS-63  and  MS-64,  plus  MS-65  if 
the  price  is  right  again  with  cherry-picking  the  foremost  requirement.  I would  rather 
have  an  aesthetically  beautiful  MS-63  than  an  ugly  MS-65.  MS-60,  MS-61,  and  MS- 
62  Barber  quarters  often  look  "scruffy,"  with  undue  marks  or  friction  on  the  cheek. 
With  some  effort,  decent  examples  can  be  acquired  in  these  grade  ranges,  but  I'm  not 
sure  the  effort  is  worth  it.  It's  probably  best  to  ignore  MS-60,  MS-61,  and  MS-62,  and 
set  your  sights  on  MS-63  or  better— and  get  a choice  piece. 

It  really  is  good  to  be  choosy,  even  if  you  have  to  pay  a premium.  In  buying 
coins  for  our  stock,  I never  hesitate  to  pay  a decent  premium  for  a choice  coin.  But 
again,  our  clientele  is  selective  and  appreciates  choice  coins. 

(published  May  8 , 1 995 ) 

Editors  Comments:  I disagree  in  one  respect  with  both  Tom  Becker  and  Q.  David 
Bowers’  articles;  that  is,  even  if  you  are  not  fussy  - in  my  experience  some  Barber  dates  can 
almost  never  be  found  in  mint  state.  Take  the  1 904-S  & 1 907-S  halves  and  I rest  my  case! 


❖ 
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★★  WRITE4N  CAMPAIGN  ★★ 

It’s  time  for  the  Society  to  do  something  about  the  lack  of  respect  for 
Barber  Varieties  in  the  coin  arena.  It  starts  with  the  Red  Book,  which  has 
photos  and  prices  for  many  of  the  Large  Cent  and  Bust  Half  varieties  but 
almost  nothing  about  the  Barbers.  Coin  World  Trends  and  Numismatic  News 
are  no  help  either. 

I think  if  we  can  show  Ken  Bressett,  Editor  of  the  Red  Book,  of  the 
strong  interest  there  is  in  these  Barbers  we  may  be  able  to  convince  him  to 
start  illustrating  some.  Then  interest  will  spread  to  everyone  and  the  varieties 
will  take  on  individual  values,  depending  on  their  scarcity.  So  ....  let’s  write  to 
Ken.  His  address  is:  Ken  Bressett 

P.O.  Box  60145 
Colorado  Springs,  CO  80960 

Tell  him  the  varieties  you’re  most  interested  in  seeing  in  the  book.  For 
Quarters  I suggest  the  1916'D/D,  1895'S/S,  1897'S  Quarter  with  center  mint 
mark  as  a start.  For  Dimes,  93'S/S  RPM  and  Triple  S,  1907'D  RPD,  1914'D/D 
blundered  D.  For  Halves,  he  should  illustrate  the  1892-o  micro-O  and  1907' 
S/S.  The  Barber  Society  can  help  him  with  photos  and  suggested  retail  prices. 

David  Lawrence 


BARBER  COINS  FOR  SALE 


QUARTERS; 

1894-0  F12  Old  cleaning,  toned  back $20. 

VF30  Bit  dark  with  light  problems,  check  it  out $37. 

1896-0  VF20  Medium  grey,  old  thin  scratch  on  cheek $175. 

1896- S  G4+  Solid  good,  one  obv.  nick $205. 

1897- 0  FI  2 Old  cleaning,  now  dark  but  decent $50. 

1900-S  AU50  Mild  toning,  sharp  original  coin $100. 

1903-0  VF20  Light  grey $35. 

1903'S  XF40  Darker  toning  highlights $80. 

1909'D  XF45  Orange-olive  highlights,  nice $100. 

1912  VF20  Nice  original  grey $30. 

1912-S  AU58  technically,  original  CH.  BU  coin  with  light  obv. 

slide  marks,well  struck,  great  coin! $275. 

HALVES: 

1893-S  G6  Part  of  L &.  T show,  original  grey $55. 

1897-S  VG8+  Two  tiny  rim  bumps $100. 

1914-S  XF40  Sharp  original  medium  grey $170. 


Your  Satisfaction  Guaranteed.  15  Day  Return. 

Alex  A.  Pancheco 

P.O.  Box  2357  • Corvallis,  OR  97339 
(503)  752-6651  • After  6 PM  Pacific 

Please  include  $3  shipping  for  each  coin. 
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I For  Your 
Coins  * » « 

Talk  To  Heritage 


We  Will  Pay  You  Top  Dollar  For  Your  Entire  Collection 

. Get  Your  Check  Today! 


j[f  the  time  has  come  to  sell  your 
collection,  you  owe  it  to  yourself  to  con- 
tact Heritage  Rare  Coin  Galleries.  As 
the  world's  largest  and  most  respected 
coin  firm,  we  sell  more,  so  we  pay 
more . Or  if  you  prefer,  talk  to  us  about 
selling  your  rare  coins  at  one  of  our 
national  public  auctions.  We  buy  virtu- 
ally all  types  of  rare  coins  and  currency. 

• Entire  Collections  • Certified  and  Raw  Coins 

• Entire  Dealers  Stocks  • Quality  Rare  U.S.  and  Eoreign  Coins 


For  more  information , call 

DSOO^US  COINS 

(872-6467) 


A mcmhcr  »*(  ihc  fjmiK  of  iinc  4**mp4nu-N.  The  witIiI'n  larywi 

Jcjlcrs  in  mre  u»in'  »uh  in  uf  535  million,  omt  520  million 
in  and  annual  sale^  in  of  5KV  millioii  a^  audited  hv  Arthur 

AndeTse-n.  TTh-  Mcntam-  Companic-s  al-o  have  S olfuo  woridMidi-. 
Ihiii.^^  VliaiiiMii.iUi  AiaiNit' 
lviii  tl»»«'i>  .!'•  .iiKiioiHvt  K iIk 
I ' N i BAVTimKiii.  h I ' 1<  ■ iiMK  I'N?  .skI  ItSH 
'xk\K\l  r.ikA>lk».«l  A.KikHKti  l.«  iIa  I'lV'.  I'^J,  |'»SS. 

5‘Wj.  I‘W<.  I‘^M  .H».I  l'V>  ANA  S.k' 
and  tin  l'>'3.  l‘M.  I'»'5,  l')V\  1'^''', 

IWJ.  |‘Nf,..fc|  h>M\ihl  >Amui  ASiAN.U 
{ 1k>Hii  ,r<  .nRiMMAM  N iIk  I ' > C anuntiH-ni  I 'h  A 
I \i.4xi  >1x1 1 VmiiiIvi. 

Nt><i  <illnul  ANA  aainiO'  nui* i i'^x'  ikiii  .ill  •hIki  .uxit><ix\T'  i.miUixxl 


COIN 

GALLERIES 


RARE 


We  Have 

Buying  Representatives  In; 
Los  Angeles 
San  Francisco 
and 

Kansas  City,  Missouri 


pau5 


Heritage  Plaza  • 100  Highland  Park  Village  • Dallas,  Texas  75205'2788 
WATS:  D800-US  COINS  (872-6467)  • In  Texas:  214-528-3500  • FAX:  214-520-6968 
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gRCULATE^^ 


By  Keith  M.  Zaner,  COIN  WORLD  Staff 
Reprinted  with  Permission  from  COIN  WORLD.  Published  May  22,  1995 

Barber  quarter  dollars  are  experiencing  strong  demand  from  collectors 
in  the  grades  Fine  and  Very  Fine.  Collectors  are  anxious  to  obtain  Fine  12 
condition  Barber  quarter  dollars  as  opposed  to  Very  Good  8 or  VG'IO  coins, 
and  are  willing  to  pay  a considerable  premium  above  VG  for  them. 

TTae  Barber  quarter  dollar  series  began  in  1892  and  continued  through 
the  turn-of-the'Century  until  1916.  Many  collectors  enjoy  the  design  by 
Charles  Barber  and  like  the  idea  of  collecting  a coin  the  size  of  a quarter  dob 
lar.  The  price  range  of  a common^date  Barber  quarter  dollar  in  F-12  condition 
is  from  $15-17.  Collectors  prefer  the  Fine  quality  coin  because  it  is  at  this 
grade  level  where  you  are  able  to  see  many  of  the  original  design  features. 

According  to  The  Complete  Guide  To  Barber  Quarters  by  David 
Lawrence,  a Fine  Barber  quarter  dollar  is  "determined  almost  entirely  from  the 
obverse.  A part  of  every  letter  in  LIBERTY,  must  show."  There  is  also  some 
feather  detail  appearing  on  the  eagle's  wing  on  the  reverse. 

It's  no  wonder  that  the  price  of  a Fine  example  spikes  up  from  the  VG 
and  Good  grade  levels.  The  greatest  change  in  detail  occurs  from  VG  to  Fine 
and  collectors  are  willing  to  pay  significantly  more  than  VG  levels  to  obtain 
an  example  in  this  condition.  Collectors  want  to  see  the  detail  for  their  circu- 
lated sets.  By  the  way,  the  same  holds  true  for  Barber  dimes  and  half  dollars. 

Let's  look  at  some  quarter  dollar  examples.  A relatively  common 
date,  1913-D,  Trends  for  $6  in  VG-8  condition.  However,  it  jumps  four  fold 
in  F-12  to  $24.50.  Similarly,  a most  common  1916  Trends  for  $3.95  in  VG-8 
but  leaps  to  $16  in  F-12. 

( 

According  to  David  Lawrence,  there  is  an  increasing  affluent  middle- 
class  collector  that  can  easily  afford  these  coins  at  these  levels.  Consequently, 
the  supply  of  Fine  and  Very  Fine  quarter  dollars  is  falling  short  of  demand  cur- 
rently. If  this  trend  continues,  the  value  for  these  quarters  in  Fine  and  Very 
Fine  should  continue  to  rise. 

Lawrence  says  they  are  not  being  hoarded.  Collectors  are  not  pur- 
chasing 20  or  more  of  each  date  in  this  condition.  Rather,  collectors  are  pur- 
chasing one  of  each  date  for  their  sets.  Supplies  of  key  and  semi-key  dates  at 
these  grade  levels  are  not  keeping  pace  with  demand. 
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BCCS  MEMBER  SURVEY  RESPONSES 


We'll  conclude  the  findings  from  our  member  survey  with  this  issue. 

The  final  topic  in  the  survey  asked  for  ideas  concerning  articles  in  the 
Journal  along  with  specific  areas  of  members’  interests.  Most  members  simply  jotted  a 
brief  note  or  topic  without  enlarging  on  detail  or  scope.  Thus,  the  following  ideas  are 
extracted  from  the  survey  essentially  as  presented: 

• Liberty  nickels 

• branch  mint  proofs;  Barber  lore:  "Denver  Wagon  Train" 

• varieties  and  member  survey  of  variety  holdings 

• price  advance  of  select  branch-mint  dimes  during  past  year 

• Barber  half  dollars 

• census  data 

• "how  I built  my  set" 

• MS'66  Barber  bid  levels 

• revisit  the  1901-0  25c 

• Barber  “mumps”  coins 

• value  of  split  grades  (e.g.,  F/VF);  value  of  varieties 

• varieties,  personal  collecting  experiences,  new  finds 

• personal  history  &.  sequence  of  putting  together  a set  (any  denomination) 

• more  surveys 

• rarity  surveys;  die-making  & hubbing  practices 

• pricing  accuracy  of  Barbers  versus  other  series 

Some  of  these  topics  would  be  highly  appealing  if  they  appeared  on  the  front 
cover  of  the  next  issue!  Others  are  somewhat  obscure  in  their  focus.  I would  suggest 
the  first  candidates  to  prepare  any  of  these  articles  could  be  the  individuals  who  sug- 
gested the  topics  in  the  survey.  You  are  interested  in  that  area  and  likely  know  more 
or  have  better  insights  into  the  issue  than  anyone  else.  In  the  area  of  rarity  surveys, 
several  specialty  clubs  conduct  a periodic  canvas  of  members.  This  can  be  performed 
using  member  numbers  and  one  designated  individual  who  would  maintain  confiden- 
tiality. I would  invite  input  on  this  thought  and  encourage  each  of  you  to  consider 
writing  a short  article  on  any  of  the  above  topics. 

Phil  Carrigan  ♦♦♦ 


SEARCHING  FOR  BARBER  COINAGE  IN  THE  SAN  FRANCISCO  BAY  AREA 

-ADEAm^ 

by  Doug  Daniels 

I’ve  lived  in  the  San  Francisco  Bay  area  since  1968  and  have  collected/been  a 
dealer  since  1953.  Growing  up  on  the  East  Coast,  it  was  always  a treat  to  find  S-mint 
coins  so  when  I moved  here,  I was  pleasantly  surprised  to  find  so  many.  As  a dealer 
specializing  in  Barber  Coinage,  I expected  to  find  the  rare  S-mints  as  well,  but  this  is 
not  the  case,  rarity  is  rarity. 

Dimes  - the  92-S  is  readily  available  in  AG/GD,  it  is  somewhat  difficult  to 
locate  a nice  VG  or  Fine.  A problem-free  VF  is  very  tough,  an  XF  or  AU  are  tough. 
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but  easier  than  a VF.  UNCs  are  around  but  expensive. 

93-S  Situation  similar  to  the  92-S,  but  have  seen  lots  of  RPM’s  in  all  grades. 

94'S  Still  looking  for  one  of  the  missing  12.  Have  seen  one  that  was  pur- 
chased  in  the  Philippines,  that  looks  good  to  me.  It  is  not  included  on  any  list  and  has 
been  seen  be  ANACS,  but  the  owner  declined  to  have  certain  metallic  tests  done  so 
AN  ACS  sent  him  a letter  that  it  looked  real  pending  further  tests.  (It  has  not  been 
certified). 

The  95 'S  is  readily  available  in  G/VG,  much  tougher  in  F/VF,  lots  of  cleaned 
or  problem  XF.  AU/UNCs  are  downright  scarce  coins.  I’ve  seen  lots  of  S/S  marked 
scarce  or  rare  but  the  are  not. 

96-S  is  a tough  coin  to  find  in  any  grade  over  AG3.  This  a truly  tough  S- 
mint  dime  and  is  very  underpriced  in  GD-UNC. 

97'S  easy  to  find  here  in  AG-Fine,  tougher  in  VF  by  far,  XF/AU  also,  (most 
always  cleaned).  For  mint  state  - call  Jim  Phelps  (from  Mission  Impossible). 

98- S  no  problem  in  AG-XF  except  if  you  want  uncleaned  examples.  Some 
Filipinos  I know  related  to  me  that  they  worked  in  “A  Factory”  where  all  they  did  was 
clean  coins  for  8 hours  a day,  most  of  these  were  sea-salvaged  pesos,  but  lots  were 
Barber  coins  as  well.  Again  call  Jim  Phelps  for  uncleaned  XF-BU  coins. 

99- S  Same  story  as  98-S  but  I’ve  seen  more  uncleaned  coins  in  all  grades. 

I900-S  Another  Philippine  date,  but  at  least  the  Great  White  Fleet  left  some 

of  these  in  the  United  States.  I’ve  found  a fair  number  of  this  date  in  Australia  and 
New  Zealand.  Easier  to  find  that  the  previous  dates,  but  again  many  are  cleaned. 

01- S  Lots  of  AG-GD.  R3++  in  VG,  much  tougher  in  problem-free  Fine/VF. 
Another  scarce  coin  in  XF-UNG. 

02- S  You  would  think  with  the  2 million  plus  mintage  that  this  would  be 
easy,  but  problem-free  Fine  15  and  higher  are  about  as  tough  as  a date  with  one-third 
the  mintage. 

03 - S  Plentiful  in  AG  and  cleaned  GD.  The  fun  begins  finding  an  original 
VG  or  better.  I feel  this  coin  is  as  tough  in  MS  as  XF/AU,  even  though  it  is  not  rated 
so. 

04'S  Easier  to  find  than  the  previous  coin,  but  tough  in  MS  (again  I feel  it  is 
as  tough  as  XF/AU  examples). 

05-S,  06-S,  07-S,  All  the  dealers  around  here  have  lots  of  these,  although  the 
07-S  is  hard  to  find  in  MS.  , 

09S  I don’t  know  where  all  these  went,  maybe  into  commerce,  as  everyone 
has  AG/GDs.  F-XF  I see  one  ever  6 months.  UNGs  are  impossible. 

10- S  This  date  is  available  here  (for  a price)  in  all  grades. 

11- S,  I2-S,  I4'S  Gommon  here  up  to  XF.  AU’s  - it  takes  about  a week  to 
find  one. UNGs  about  the  same  except  in  MS64  and  above. 

13-S  More  than  60%  of  the  I3-S  I see  are  AG.  Another  25%  are  full  rim 
goods.  This  only  leaves  15%  in  VG  or  better.  If  my  figures  are  correct  that  only  leaves 
7,650  coins. 

15-S  This  coin  is  underrated  in  VF/BTTR.  I see  AG-Fine  (lots  of  problem 
coins).  I have  been  trying  to  get  a certifiable  XF40-MS62  for  over  3 years  now. 

When  Dave  Lawrence  talked  me  into  writing  this  article,  I didn’t  realize  the 
amount  of  work  involved.  I will  have  to  write  about  the  quarters  and  halves  at  some 
future  date.  ♦♦♦ 
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QUALITY  BARBERS  FROM 
JACK  BEYMER^^ 


Call  or  write  us  today  for 
the  coins  you  need. 


Jack  H.  Beymer 

Phone:  707-544'l621 
737  West  Coddington  Center 
Santa  Rosa,  CA  95401 
Store  Hours:  10  AM  to  6 PM  Mon^Sat 


WE  BUY  AND  SELL 
BARBER 

HALVES  • QUARTERS  • DIMES 

One  of  America's  leading  coin  dealers  and  brokers  for 
rare  coin  investment  programs  offers  a sizable  assortment 
of  hard'tO'find  Halves,  Quarters  and  Dimes  to  Barber  cob 
lectors  seeking  quality  materials.  We  are  always  in  the 
market  to  buy  whatever  Barber  coins  you  have  to  sell. 
Write  or  phone  us  your  descriptions. 

SEND  US  YOUR  WANT  LISTS 

Our  experienced  staff  of  professional  numismatists  attend 
every  major  coin  show,  sale  and  auction.  We  monitor  the 
coin  teletype  on  a daily  basis.  Let  us  help  you  find  the 
coins  you  seek. 

HONESTY  • EXPERIENCE  • INTECRITY 


MEMBER:  NGC  • PCCS  • ANA 


Coins&CtirrefK:;y,lnc. 


5 50  CENTERVILLE  ROAD  • LANCASTER,  PA  I 7601 

(717)  299  ^ 1211 


